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во much she eats it for 

preakfast. She is 8 skilled 
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is from the 
Australian Outback, where 
she developed a love of 
nature and the environment. 
This outdoors-loving mouse 
is always On | 
the move. 
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The halls of Mouseford Academy were 
completely deserted. Classes had ended 
for the weekend, and the building was as 
QUIET AS A MOUSE. The sun shone 
brightly, and an ecean 
breeze drifted through 
the windows. The lack 
of students was easy to 
explain — this was the 
first real beach day of 





the year! 

Most mice flocked to 
the Wide beaches 
on the east coast of 
Whale Island, but 
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BEACH «бра» DAY! 


Mouseford students and professors liked 
Seashell Beach best. It was a small cove with 
CaM water surrounded by rocks that were 
good for climbing. 

Every year, Nicky volunteered to be a 
weekend lifeguard. She loved waking up 
before everyone else and jogging to the 
(@$ЁГЇ@й cove. In the early morning, Nicky 





BEACH ее DAY! 


had the beach all to herself. 
That morning, however, Nicky had 
company. As soon as she got to the cove, 


Nicky noticed a STRANGE RODENT 


sitting on the rocks, staring out to sea. 


As soon as the stranger heard Nicky 
approach, she JUMPED to her feet. The 
mouse quickly put on her wide-brimmed 





BEACH ее DAY! 





straw hat, adjusted her SUNGLASSES, 
and took off running like she was on an 
exercise wheel. 


Nicky shrugged. How strange! 








ON THE ROAD! 


At Mouseford Academy, the other Thea 
Sisters were also ФУЛ — they were 
really late! 

“Hurry, mouselets! We'll miss the bus!” 
Paulina called, her voice EGHOING in the 
empty hallway. 

“Colette took too long putting on her 
sunscreen!” Pam grumbled, lugging a heavy 


bag FULL Of TOWELS. 


“You're supposed to apply sunscreen 


іш 


before you go outside!” Colette exclaimed. 

“Well, what about the twenty minutes you 
spent picking out a bathing AL?” Pam 
asked. 


“There are no shortcuts where fashion is 
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on THE CUD родро! 





concerned!” Colette panted, clutching her 
PURPLE beach bag. 

The Thea Sisters jogged out of the building 
and saw a big group boarding the beach bus. 


“Finally, you’re here.” Elly sighed as soon 
as she saw the THEA SISTERS climb on 


the bus. 








on THE pir ROAD! 


Shen and Craig were on the bus as well. 


They were already wearing their bathing 
bul, 


"Mouselings, we'll have to eo 0/7 to 
get seats,” Pam said. She waved at Paulina, 
who had already been PUSHED to the back 
of the bus by the crowd. 





on THE ig ROAD! 


An old lady sat in front of Paulina, next to a 
tourist wearing a brightly colored 
Hawaiian shirt. 

“Oof.” The lady sighed. “Every SUMMëËT 
gets worse! There are more and more 


tourists, and no seats on the bus!” 





on ТНЕ Y 7) ІШ ron! 


The rodent in the Hawaiian shirt turned to 
her. “Are you from around here?” he asked. 
“I bet you know EVERYONE on the island.” 

Paulina noticed that he was wearing a 
professional-looking camera. 

“My friend Anna absolutely loves this 
island,” the tourist continued. “She has blue 
EYES and short blonde hair. She arrived 
a few days ago... maybe you've seen her?” 

The old MOUSE shook her head and 
dug a magazine out of her bag. 

The mouse with the camera didn’t give 
up. He spent the whole trip asking everyone 
around him if they’d seen his friend Anna. 

Finally, the bus reached the first stop. 

“TURTLE BEACH! 
the bus driver called. 

In a few § ort minutes, more than 
half the passengers had gotten off. The 
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on THE Деж ROAD! 


Thea Sisters could 


f inally sit next 


to one another! 


— 
A 





The mice chattered 
excitedly as they 
dropped into their seats. Soon they would 
be at the beach enjoying some ГЕЛ? in the 
Sut! 
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SEASHELL BEACH 


At the cove, Nicky stood on a rock with a 
good view of the beach. She peered at the 


sky through a pair of BINOCULARS. x 





SEASHELL 4» BEACH 


On Whale Island, the weather could change 
uickly . Nicky wanted to be sure there 
were no THUNDERSTORMS coming. 

Nicky turned to look at the hills behind 
her and caught a glimpse of a remote cottage 
named Cheddarton House. 

Cheddarton House was well known on the 
island, but MO OME had lived there for a 
long time. 

“Strange,” Nicky said to herself. “It looks 


like the cottage WINDOWS are open. 





SEASHELL dl BEACH 


Maybe the owner finally rented it out.” 

As Nicky WATCHED, someone stepped 
onto the balcony. She immediately 
recognized the mysterious mouse who had 
been sitting on the beach that morning. 

Just then the bus drove up, honking 
loudly. 





Nicky immediately spotted her friends 
among the crowd of rodents headed to the 
beach and ПМРРІЕЕ to meet them. 

"Our favorite lifeguard!" Colette shouted 
in greeting. She dropped her huge bag on 
the ground and hugged Nicky 
enthusiastically. “Look how many of us 
came today! You'll have your paws full 
keeping an eye on everyone!” 
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SEASHELL Ф BEACH 


Nicky laughed. “If you wanted the beach 
to yourself, you shouldn’t have taken so long 
setting ready!” 

Nicky thought about the Strange 
mouse she’d just spotted through her 
binoculars. “This morning when І got to the 
beach, there was someone here early. But 
she RAS ASAS when she saw me! I 
think she’s renting Cheddarton House.” 

The others turned to look at the 
cottage, but they couldn't see much. 

Craig bounded up and interrupted them. 
“We're playing BEACH уецеувай 
after lunch! You should join us," he 
squeaked. “It's going to be the game of the 
century: professors versus students!" 

Craig's ENTHUS 1-15М was 50 
contagious that none of them could resist! 

After lunch, the students set up a net. Craig 
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SEASHELL Ф BEACH 


volunteered to be the captain of the student 
team, and Professor Robert Plotfur led 
the professors. The two captains shook 
paws to start the game. 

On Craig's team, Pam and Paulina got 
into position. Professors lan Van Kraken 
and Anna Aria took their spots on the other 
side of the net. 

As the lifeguard, Nicky had to stay on the 
rocks to WATCH the swimming area, but 
every once in a while, she turned to see how 
the game was going. 

It was an exciting matchup. The students 
got an early lead. Pam and Paulina were 
excellent players. But the professors were 
good, too. They came back STRONG — and 
won the whole thing! 

“Rematch!” Craig demanded, eager to 
redeem himself. 
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SEASHELL 4» BEACH 


Violet Checked the time and gasped. “It's 
four o’clock! We have a newspaper editorial 
meeting at the academy!” she exclaimed. 


зил! Wee we lake! 
ave have to go! 
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THE SUMMER 1SSUE 


The two teams agreed to postpone the 
REMATCH until the following day. “The 
news warts for no mouse!” said Professor 
Plotfur. 

The Thea Sisters made it back to school 
in RECORD time. When they finally burst 
into the classroom where the rest of the 
newspaper staff was meeting, everyone else 
was already there. 

“Sorry we're late!” Violet cried, sitting 
down at the table. 

Tanja, the editor in chief, smiled. “Don’t 
worry; you deserved some beach time: 
Ruby’s not here yet, either.” She rolled her 
eyes. 
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THE SUMMER ISSUE 





Ruby алыл. always preferred to 
arrive Fashionably late. She waltzed in a 
few minutes later in a cloud of perfume, 
plopped into a chair, and sighed. “I hated 
to leave my new Superdeluxe 
ІНОТ tul to come to this meeting." 

Tanja tapped the table with her pen. “Let's 
focus, mouselings! We only have two weeks 
before the spécial summer issue comes 
out, and we need some fabumouse ideas." 


ym here! 








THE SUMMER Yl» T$9UE 


“We could (WTERV/EW the village 
fishermice,” Paulina suggested. 

Ruby snorted. “That would be great — 
if we wanted to put all our readers right to 
sleep!” 

“If you don’t like that idea, Ruby, why 
don’t you suggest something?” Pam said. 

Ruby tossed her hair. “Well, now that you 
mention it, I do have the perfect idea.” 
She paused dramatically. “We should do an 
article on the most exclusive hot spot for 
the rich and fabumouse — my mom’s yacht!” 

“We featured your mom’s yacht last year,” 
Tanja reminded her. “Don’t you remember? 
You wouldn’t stop talking about it.” 


Ruby turned as REO AS A GOUBA 
CHEESE RINO, and the other mice 


broke into giggles. 





“Who else has thoughts?” Tanja continued. 
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THE SUMMER ©“ ч. 8806 





“The summer issue is our big chance to do 
something срёа бу!” Tanja's eyes lit 
up like she was staring down at a gourmet 
cheese plate. 
The room got very QUIEL. The newsmice 
stared at their paws, thinking carefully. 
“Why dont we go to dinner?” Elly 





THE SUMMER 





suggested finally, breaking the silence. “We 
can pick up tomorrow morning after some 
well-aged cheddar and a good night's 
sleep. That always helps me.” 

Tanja shrugged. “Sounds good. I want to 
hear some fabumeuse ideas from all of 
you tomorrow!” 








FLASH OF GENTUS)! 


After taking their BEACH CEAR to their 
rooms, the Thea Sisters met at the cafeteria 
and got in line for food. Pam, who was 
һипету after a busy day at the beach, filled 


up her (TRAY. with lots of TRIPLE-CHEESE 
PIZZA. | 

Colette ®Т©©К her head. “Haven’t you 
ever heard of а WELL-BALANCED 
meal?” 

“Sure!” Pam replied with a big smile. 
“Look at my tray — it’s perfectly balanced 
on my paw!” 

Paulina laughed and carefully surveyed 
her veggie options. She was famouse for 
her elaborate, super-creative salads. She 
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FLASH ОЕ GENTUS! 





stopped suddenly and turned to Colette. 
“Гуе got the perfect idea for the summer 
issue — healthy food to eat at the beach!” 
she exclaimed, beaming. 

“An article like that would certainly be 
useful to Pam!” Colette teased. Then 
she stared at Pam, suddenly serious. “Oh, 
dear — І think you got sunburned today!” 


ох pam! 
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Pam touched her face and grimaced. “My 
snout feels like cheese toast!” 

“But maybe that could be an article in 
the summer issue, too,” Colette continued. 
“DIY treatments for sunburn!” 

“You are a genius, Colette!” Paulina 


said, clapping her paws together. “The 












FLASH OF ЖАЙ GENUS! 


summer issue can be all about having fun in 
the sun while staying healthy: Skin care, 
fur treatments, good food — the possibilities 
are endless!” 

The friends found an empty table and sat 


down to eat. Pamela took a bite from an 


ENORMOUSE SLICE of pizza. 
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FLASH oF #6 ЕП?О8! 


YUM! 


Violet tasted her Cheddar broccoli 
soup and set her spoon down. “І just can't 
stop thinking about the summer issue," she 
said. “I like the healthy summer fun idea, 
but I have another thought. What was the 
most IMPOFrtant event that happened this 
school year?" 

"Professor Camille Ratyshnikov's arrival, 
of course!" Paulina replied with no 
hesitation. 

“The professor's new theater class certainly 
got everyone talking," Colette agreed. 

Violet nodded. “Right! In my Opinion, 
since the school year is ending, we should 
do a story on Professor Ratyshnikov and the 
new performing arts program!” 

Violet started to explain her ida in 
more detail. Colette pulled out a pen to jot 
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FLASH OF 22 GENTUS! 


“ы, 


down their brainstorming notes. 

None of them noticed that someone close 
by was eavesdropping! Connie and Zoe had 
sneakily found a table right behind the Thea 
Sisters, HIDDEN from view by a giant 
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FLASH oF Ж GENTUS! 


plant. When they heard Violet mention the 
newspaper, their ears perked up. 

Violet continued explaining her PLAN. 
“We could start by interviewing the 
professors in the new PERFORMING 8855 
department. Then we could describe how 
a show is set up and what goes on behind 
the curtains. We could even explain how 
important the stage design, costumes, and 
етме аге.” 

“That's enough material to fill ten summer 
issues!” Pam cried. “If you want, І could be 
your phetegrapher.” 

Paulina kissed Violet on the cheek. “This 
will be the best summer issue yet!” 

Zoe listened to these last words and 
(«СС at Connie. “Their summer 
issue suggestion is the best idea since 


SLICED CHEESE ... but they won't 
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FLASH ОЕ Ж GENTUS! 


be the ones who take credit for it!” Zoe 
whispered. 

The two mice grabbed their trays and 
hurried off to find Ruby. On their way 
out of the cafeteria, they bumped into their 
friend Alicia and quickly filled her in. 

“Why, that's gęæHius!“ Alicia exclaimed. 
“We have to let Ruby know.” 


51 





ПТ@КУ GETS 
50671017006 


After listening to Connie and Zoe’s report, 
Ruby was quiet for a few moments. 
“A special issue on Ratyshnikov’s new 
program,” she said. “The Thea Sisters came 
up with a really wonderful idea!” 
Connie, Zoe, and Alicia exchanged 
confused glances. Was Ruby really 
complimenting the Thea Sisters? 
IMPOSSIBLE/ Ruby quickly 
put them at ease. “Too 
bad they don’t have 
enough to do 





this idea justice.” She 
put her snout in the air 
and sniffed. 
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nteky GETS “ауду SUSPTetoUS 


“But the Thea Sisters came up with the 
1d€4, so they'll be the ones who get to be 
in charge of the special issue, right?” Alicia 
asked. 

Ruby glared at the mouseling. “Don’t 
worry about that! I already know how I’m 
going to E OX that little problem...” 

While Ruby was busy plotting a takeover 
of the SUMMER ISSUE, the Thea Sisters 
were still in the cafeteria, waiting for Nicky 
to return from lifeguarding. 

“There's our rescue mouse!” cried 
Colette, looking up from her notes. 

“I’m exhausted!” Nicky said, ИНД 
into a chair. “І had a great time, but the 
beach got really crowded.” She took a bite 
of the grilled cheese sandwich she’d picked 
up. It was her favorite — Brie and green 


apple. 
55 


nteky GETS y 808ғ101008 


“Did we miss anything after we left?” 
Paulina asked. 

“You'll never guess who came to the 
beach» Nicky said with a [winkle i in her 
eyes. 

“Who?” they all chorused together. 

“The headmaster!” Nicky finally revealed. 
She giggled at her friends’ amazed 
expressions. 

“I can’t believe it! He NEVER goes to the 
beach!” Pamela said. 

“Profeggor Ratyshnikov talked him 
into going,” Nicky continued. “She even got 
him to play PADDLEBALL with her on the 
beach. You wouldn't peljeve how good 
Professor Ratyshnikov is!” 

“I wish I could have seen them play!” 
Colette said. 

"You're in luck!” Nicky pulled her phone 


дч 


nteky GETS “ду SUSPTeToUS 


out of her POCKET and showed her 
friends the screen. “І took a picture!” 
The mouselets peered at Nicky’s phone, 


amused. 
“This picture should be on the BBD NIG 


BEWSJE] of the summer issue!” Paulina 
teased. 
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nteky GETS y 8082161008 


“I wish!” Pamela laughed. “Imagine the 
headline!” 
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Violet scrolled through the other images 
on Nicky’s phone. “Who is this?" she asked, 
stopping on a picture of someone in a 
FLOWERED skirt. 

Nicky squinted at the image. "That's some 
rodent from out of town. She was asking 
everyone lots of questions. She wanted to 
know if anyone had seen a NE WCOMEFP to 
the island with short blonde hair.” 

“What a coincidence!” Paulina said. “This 
morning on the bus, І overheard someone 
else asking about the same person!” 
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nteky GETS y SUSPretous 


“Who do you think 
they're looking for?” 
Pam wondered. 

“Г actually think I 
might know," Nicky 
said. ^It must be the 
same mysterious blonde 
MOUSE | saw sitting on the 


rocks this morning. The one who's renting 


Cheddarton Houser 
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RUBY’S FABUMOUSE 
¡DEA 


The next morning, the Thea Sisters went to 
the newspaper meeting with a long list of 
notes. They had stayed up late brainstorming 
and couldn't wait to present their Idas 
to the others. 

Tanja welcomed them with a triumphant 
Smile., “Great news, team! Ruby 
came up with a marvemouse idea last 
night!” she exclaimed. “She suggested we 
make the summer issue all about 
Professor Ratyshnikov’s new performing 
arts department! What do you think?” 

The Thea Sisters couldn't $que a 
word. 

Violet finally found her voice. “It’s a 
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FABUMOUSE ¡DEA 





Fabumouse idea. We would love to help 
Ruby work on it." Violet suspected Ruby 
had stolen their idea, but she didn't want to 
accuse her without proof. 

*We'll find a little something for you to 
do," Ruby said, smirking. 

"There's plenty of work, mouselets." Tanja 
clapped her paws together. 

The Thea Sisters exchanged disappointed 
elances as they took their seats, tails 
drdopin . Somehow, Ruby had figured 
out their big idea for the summer issue — 
and now she was going to be in charge of 
handing out all the assignments! 

Later that ае ter ПО9Т, the friends 
went back to Seashell beach to 
cheer themselves up. There, they filled 
Nicky in on what she had missed. 


“This stinks worse than 0/0 String 
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FABUMOUSE ¡DEA 





Бһрр5р Nicky said. “But we won't let 
Ruby ruin the summer issue for us. Гт sure 
we can find a way to WOPK with her.” 

“Ruby or по Ruby, І need a swim!” Pam 
declared. 

The Thea Sisters headed to the WATEK, 
and Nicky went back to her duties. 
Peering through her BINOCULARS 
she glimpsed something moving outside 
Cheddarton House. The odd tourists from 
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FABUMOUSE TDEA 





the previous day were lurking outside the 
gates! 

“І would love to know what those two 
cheese curds are up to,” she mumbled. 

А €oMmiotion on the beach brought 
Nicky's attention back to her friends. She 
could tell that the team selections for the 
volleyball rematch were in full swing. 


Yesterday's game had been so much fun 





FABUMOUSE ¡DEA 





that now everyone wanted to play! It was 
dif f icult to narrow it down, but Craig 
and Professor Plotfur managed to @©тЛООбе@ 
two teams of six players each. The game got 
started, and the professors took an early 
lead. 

"Come on, mouselets!” Pam cheered. 


“Dont let the professors MELT your 
cheddar!" 
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RALES KICK! 


PROFESSOR ANNA ARIAS 
TERRIFIC SERVE! 





RUBYS М FABUMOUSE ¡DEA 





The PLAYERS from both teams gave 1t 
their best, until disaster struck. 
Craig failed to stop a spike. He tried 
desperately to keep the ball from hitting 





the sand in front of him, and he ended up 
kicking it accidentally. 

The ball bounced along the ground and 
disappeared behind some rocks. A moment 
later, a shriek rang out. 


“OUCH!” 
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А mYSTERTOUS 
MOUSE 


Professor Sparkle ran to see who had been 
hit as Nicky watched. 
“That's the Ў С mouse from 
yesterday!” Nicky exclaimed. 
The blow from the ball had 
knocked off the blonde 
mouse’s hat, and she was 
rubbing her sore head. Nicky 
could finally see her FACE 
for the first time. I think I’ve seen 
her before, Nicky thought. 
At first, the blonde mouse looked angry. 





But when she saw Professor Sparkle walking 
toward her to apologize, she quickly 
jammed her HAT back on her head and 
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А MYSTERTOUS “e, MOUSE 





darted away from the beach. 

Professor Sparkle came back with the 
volleyball, shrugging. 

In a rush to 22 222; the blonde mouse 
started up a dangerous route back to her 
cottage. Worried, Nicky called to her 
friends. “Catch up to that mouse! She 
doesn’t know about the WASHED- 
OUT path!” 

The mouselets immediately ran after the 
stranger, WAVING their arms and shouting 
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at her to stop. But the mouse kept going. 

The blonde mouse had begun climbing 
the rocky path that led from the beach to 
Cheddarton House. At first glance, the route 
looked Safe, but it dropped off steeply 
after the first turn. 


“COME BACK?” Colette cried. 


"IT'S DANGEROUS UP THERE!” Violet 
added. 


But the stranger kept walking. “Leave me 
alone!” she yelled back, her snout in the air. 

Colette and Violet waved more 
frantically — the blonde mouse had reached 
the most dangerous spot. She was too 
DIST RAGT ED to notice the trouble she 
was in. 

“Pm sorry but I’m not giving апу 


interviews — HEEEELP!> 
The MISO а ТОМ mouse slipped 
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А mYSTERTOUS “e, MOUSE 


off the path! She managed to grab a bush, 
but her feet dangled high above the shore. 
Nothing stood between her and a steep drop 
to SHARP rocks and 


ROUGH water. ¿AA 
y 9—0 | і 
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THE THEA SISTERS 
TO THE RESCUE! 


Violet and Colette 52225729222? to help the 
stranded stranger. Each mouse grabbed an 
arm, but they weren't ABLO to drag her up. 


"НЕЕЕЕЕГР!" 


the stranger shouted again. “I'm scared of 
heights!” 

“Try not to panic, and don’t look down!” 
Violet said. “Help is on the way.” 





Nicky didn’t waste any time. She ran 
to the Toolshed, erabbed two strong 
Г Opes, two harnesses, and a couple of 
carabiners. Then she took off running up a 
shortcut to reach her friends. 
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THE THEA STSTERS ES TO THE RESCUE! 


When Nicky found them, she was panting. 
“Hold оп! І need to set up my горе.” 

Expert mountaineer that she was, Nicky 
knew how to make strong knofs. She 
secured her and started climbing 


down to the blonde mouse. 





THE THEA STSTERS ES TO THE RESCUE! 


“I’m going to put a harness on you,” she 
explained. “That will make pulling you up 
as easy as spreading Cream cheese:” 

The blonde mouse couldn’t even 
squeak. She stared in horror at the water 
below her and started 17 embling like a 
cheese wrapper. If Violet and Colette let go 
of her now, she would certainly fall! 

Just then Paulina and Pamela arrived on the 
cliff, too. They had seen Nicky dash off with 
ry! ropes, so they stopped the 
oet" volleyball game to follow 

their friend. 

Nicky tossed up the 
rope that she'd tied to the 


tourists harness. Paulina 





caught it, and the four 
friends standing on the 
upper edge of the cliff 
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THE THEA SISTERS ES TO THE RESCUE! 


started PULLING ШЕ B> with all their 
strength. 

“O ome On, mouselety|” Pam urged 
them. “We can do it!” 

In no time at all, the mysterious mouse 
had her YS VY back on solid ground! 

“Thank you,” she whispered, regaining 
her breath. “You SQ V6d my life! 
Those rocks would have made Swiss cheese 
out of me if you hadn’t rescued me.” 

Violet stared at her. “You're Anna 
Winmouse!” she blurted out. “The 
famouse editor in chief of COSMOUSE, 
the most prestigious fashion magazine that’s 
ever existed!” 

“Of course!” Nicky smacked her 
forehead. “That's where I’ve seen you 
before. Your picture is in the latest issue of 
Cosmouse!” 


99 














THE THEA SISTERS ES TO THE RESCUE! 


The editor in chief looked embarrassed. 
“That’s me. But if you only just recognized 
me... does this mean you aren't reporters?” 


"We hope we will be someday: 


Paulina confessed. “But right now we're just 
students at Mouseford Academy.” 

“Is that why you ran away?” asked Colette. 

“You thought we were 

reporters looking 
for a scoop?” 
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HIDDEN ТП PLAIN 
SIGHT 


Anna Winmouse put her sunglasses back 
on. “My behavior must have seemed really 
strange to you!” she said. “But the press 
has been terrible recently. The 
more І try to £z£7 AZAY 
from reporters, the pushier 
they get!” The famouse editor 
shook her head. “When 1 
SAW you and heard you 
shouting, I thought I had been 
discovered!” 

“Unfortunately, І think 
someone really has found 
you,” Nicky said. “Yesterday 


two STRANGE mice were 
51 





HIDDEN 1n Й PLAIN STGHT 


asking a lot of questions, and today І saw 
them Outside Cheddarton House!” 

“Oh no!” Anna Winmouse groaned and 
twisted her tail between her paws. 

“Wait,” Pam said. “Why don’t we continue 
this conversation in the Shade with a 
nice cold soda?” 

Nicky had to go back to her LIFEGUARD 
duties, but the 9f HCRS headed toward a 
secluded inlet: ‘on the beach. 

“РТ keep watch with the binoculars,” 
Nicky promised. 

Sitting in the shade with a cold soda 
in her paws, Anna Winmouse explained 
her problem to the girls. “Managing a 
fashion magazine requires a lot of hard 
work. You have to assign stories, choose 
the best articles, pick out the most 


beautiful pictures . . .” She trailed off. “But 
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HIDDEN TN dí PLAIN SIGHT 


there's more! The magazine has been so 
successful that everybody has been asking 
me for interviews and ad Vice. My life 
has gotten so busy that І don’t have time 
for what І love most: researching the newest 
fashion TRENDS and sharing them with the 
public.” 

Violet nodded. “Sometimes success can 
be stressful!” she agreed. 

Anna Winmouse finished her soda and 


continued her story. “A couple. of weeks 





ago, I decided to get away and i 
quiet, out-of-the-way place. When I found 
Cheddarton House, I thought it would be 
perfect: As soon as І arrived on Whale 
Island, its COZY atmosphere immediately 
made me feel better. Гуе already come up 
with lots of fEEW id:éas for the magazine!” 
“You found fashion inspiration here?” 
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H?DDEN ?n adii PLAIN STGHT 


Colette asked, her eyes Shining. 

Anna Winmouse < Siniled, at her. “With 
this fabumouse landscape, of course!” But 
then the smile disappeared from her snout. “I 
need quick and privacy to be able to focus. 
If the reporters don’t stop har аў ing me, 
the magazine is doomed!” 


61 


THE PERFECT 
HIDEOUT 


Paulina stood up. “There’s only one place 
on the island where we know you'll be left 
alone — MOUSEFORD ACADEMY!” 

“The academy?” Anna Winmouse asked, 
surprised. 

“Paulina is right,” Pam agreed. “Our 
headmaster would never allow reporters 
inside!” 

“We should go talk to him right away!” 
Colette said. She and Pam leaped to their 
feet. They stretched their paws out to help 
up Anna Winmouse. 

“Thanks so much, mouselets!” Anna 
Winmouse looked relieved. She was very 
happy to follow them back to school. 
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When the group got back to Mouseford, 
they didn’t have апу trouble persuading 
Headmaster Octavius de Mousus to let Anna 


Winmouse stay. 

“How could we refuse the famouse editor 
of Cosmouse? І completely understand your 
need to work in peace,” he said, feeling 
sympathetic. “Nobody will bother 
you here.” 


Then he rushed off to arrange a quick 
room for her. 
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THE PERFECT Б HIDEOUT 


But the arrival of the Thea Sisters’ new 
guest did not go unnobiced... 

Ruby had immediately spotted the Thea 
sisters and a mysterious blonde rodent 
entering the headmaster's office. Ruby had 
lingered next to the headmaster's slightly 
open door and heard Pamela ask for an 
autog ! 

She must be someone FAMOUSE! 
Ruby thought. She quickly snapped a 
pieture of the stranger with her phone 
and texted it to Alan, her 7619 efficient 
assistant. Ruby just had to find out who she 
was. 

Alan’s reply came quickly. “That's 
Anna Winmouse — the famouse editor of 
Cosmouse,” Ruby read. “RUMOR has it 
that she’s doing TOP SECRET research 
for the magazine.” 


6+ 





Just then the office door opened ‚ 
and Ruby saw the Thea Sisters walk out 


with Anna. Ruby flattened herself into an 
alcove so they wouldn't spot her. 

This is ап A2MAZINY opportunity, Ruby 
thought. / could interview her for the 
summer issue — and get her to endorse 


Hanu brand products in Cosmouse! 
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THE PERFECT HIDEOUT 





I could even model for the photo shoot. 
Ruby grinned. This is my chance to be the 
big cheese! 
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РАт’ PLAN 


Now that the headmaster had allowed her to 
stay aa MOUSEFORD, Anna Winmouse 
felt energized. The academy was the 
perfect place to collect new ideas — she felt 
like a brand-new rodent! 

In order to get to work, though, she needed 
her ED ff) PU 8 А. But she wasn't sure 
how she could retrieve it from her cottage 
without being noticed by the two SNOOPS 
lurking outside Cheddarton House. Luckily 
for her, the Thea Sisters were happy to 
HELP.: 

They called Nicky, who was still at the 
beach, for an update on the reporters. 

Nicky looked through her binoculars. 
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pAm's бар» PLAN 


“І can see them! They're hiding behind а 
bush, waiting for Аппа to come back.” 

Pam came up with a foolproof plan to 
outsmart the reporters. “We'll take ту 
JEEP Once we get there, Paulina and | 
will keep them busy. In the meantime, the 
rest of you сап 9 NEAK into the cottage 
and grab everything Anna needs.” 

The Thea Sisters and Anna Winmouse 
piled into Pam's jeep. Just before they 
reached the Cottage, Pam stopped to 
let the others off. 

Then she and Paulina drove up to the 
cottage GATES, stopping in front of 
the bush where the two snoops were hiding. 
“Yoo-hoo,” Pam called to them. “Can you 
help us figure out where we are?” She 
opened up a МАР «we got all Когпее 
around)!” 
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PAMS pz: PLAN 


While Pam had the reporters distracted 
with her map, Anna, Violet, and Colette 
SNUCK into the back of the cottage. 
They grabbed Anna's computer and crept 
back out — without the reporters noticing 
anything! 
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RUBY’S PLAN 


Half an hour later, Anna Winmouse and the 
Thea Sisters were back at Mouseford, safe 
and sound. 


wow mors бил ам а , 
ATT ating pot 


Anna exclaimed as they walked to her room. 
She had tears in her eyes from jaughing 
so much. 

When the group got to Anna’s door 
however, a SURPRISE was waiting for 
them. Anna had barely put her hand on the 
doorknob when it was flung open, revealing 
Ruby standing inside! 

"Welcome back!" Ruby cried, grabbing 
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RUBYS = | PLAN 


Anna by the arm. “You can go now,” she 
said coldly to the Thea Sisters. “I can 
take care of our guest now.” 

The Thea Sisters were speechless. 

“WOW!” Pam finally exclaimed, poking 
her snout inside. “I had no idea the guest 
rooms at Mouseford were this FANCY!” 

“Usually they’re not!” Ruby said, looking 
pleased. “1 fOOK fhe liberty of making a 


few upgrades.” 
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RUBYS E PLAN 


The room had а FOUICTOSTER bed, heavy 
velvet curtains, and a huge 02 table 
topped with a big basket of fresh fruit. Large 
bouquets of bright flowers filled the 
air with perfume. 

Ruby invited Anna Winmouse to make 
herself comfortable. Then she hurried to 
close the door, leaving the Thea Sisters 
standing openmouthed in the hallway 


Anna Winmouse collapsed into a soft 





armchair, tired from her long day. 

Seeing Anna look so relaxed, Ruby 
decided this was her chance to make her 
big pitch. Anna is sure to be impressed by 
my ideas! Ruby thought. 

Ruby reached into a huge bag she'd 
brought with her. It was filled with lotions, 
shampoos, makeup, and perfume samples — 
all Flashyfur brand! 
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RUBYS E PLAN 


“І just love “Панарах, don’t you?” Ruby 
said. Without waiting for an answer, she 
opened a shampoo bottle and waved it under 
Anna's snout. “Smell the strawberries: 
in this shampoo — you can almost taste 
them! Surely your Cosmouse readers would 
love to read about it!” 

Anna Winmouse frowned. "| really 
appreciate your welcome, but I’m going to 
take a NAD now.” She got up from her chair, 
took Ruby’s arm, and led her toward the 
door. 

“There are just a few more things | 
thought you’d like to see,” Ruby continued, 
undeterred. She reached into her bag and 
pulled out a folder of і аба ЕІЯ. 
“I would be the perfect mouse to model 
Flashyfur, don't you think?” 

Anna Winmouse smiled sweetly, opened 


19 


RUBYS SR PLAN 


her door, and gently nudged Ruby over 
the threshold. “Good-bye. Thanks for the 
flowers,” Anna said as she closed her door, 
leaving Ruby standing in the ACADEMY 
hallway. 

“This is not over,” Ruby grumbled to 
herself. 

The next day, newspaper duties were 
keeping everyone very busy. Since Ruby was 
in charge of the SPECIAL summer issue, she 
was in her element bossing around the other 
mouselets. She kept making Paulina 
redesign the same page ў —8 
layouts OVer and 
OVer again, and 
she had Pam and 


Violet rewrite 








all their interview 
questions for the professors. 
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RUBYS E PLAN 


“Рт going to be here awhile,” Paulina 
whispered to Violet and Pam. “You might 
as well go eat lunch while you can!” 

They took her advice and headed off to the 
dining hall. Just as they were getting in line, 
Tanja rushed up to them, looking worried. 

“Have you done your interviews 
yet?” she asked. 

“No, why?” Violet said. 
“Professor Aria and 


5 По! 


Professor Plié are leaving 
for a two-week training 
program today,” Tanja 
explained. “If you don’t 
do their interviews 


right now. trey 


won t make the issue!” 
“Cheddar biscuits!” 
Violet cried. 
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RUBYS E PLAN 


“But Ruby had us rewrite all the questions!” 
Pamela exclaimed. 

Tanja shook her head. “І don’t know why 
she didn’t tell you.” 

Violet and Pam THANKED Tanja 
and rushed off to find the professors. It 
was just like Ruby not to warn them that 
HOW much, their interviewees were 
is this Boing “Зе going out of town! 
4 Cake? The rest of the THEA 
27 SISTERS were also 
BS running into trouble. 
Ruby had enlisted 
her Ruby Crew to 





— 


e ! \ Vil |Ш | | 


keep them busy with 
fake assignments so 
she could have Anna 
Winmouse ALL to 
herself! 
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RUBYS X PLAN 


Connie kept an eye on Colette, who Ruby 
had doing research for the summer issue in 
the library. Zoe stuck close to Nicky, who 
was looking through Professor Van Kraken’s 
DVDs for a short article оп ЎЎ sea 
life. At this rate, the Thea Sisters would 

‚_ «90,00, 00, 00, 
have their €» ® «у Ҹә full all day! 
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EAT UP! 


Once the Thea Sisters were distracted, 
Ruby could dedicate the entire afternoon 
to befriending Anna Winmouse. As soon 
as they were friends, Anna would certainly 
want Ruby to model Flashyfur in Cosmouse. 

If I can also persuade Anna to do an 
exclusive interview for the summer issue, 
that's even better! Ruby thought. This will 
be the best issue yet! 

Ruby searched online for clues about the 
famouse editor. Every time Ruby thought 
she’d learned something useful, she rushed 
off to try it on Anna. 


“Anna Winmouse loves Chocolate: 
declared an article about COSMOUSE'S 
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editor in chief. So 
Ruby showed up at 
Anna's door with an 
enormouse tray of 
delicious candies. 

“Anna Winmouse is 
а fabumouse golfer!” 
trumpeted another 
headline. So Ruby 
donned her cutest 
golf gear and invited 
Anna to join her for 
a round. 

Anna Winmouse 
barely had a moment 
to herself all afternoon 
because Ruby was 
constantly 


knocking on her 





EAT E cr d UP! 


door. Anna was almost at her wit”s end by 
dinnertime. 

Ruby had discovered that Anna Winmouse 
was а real F00dÍ8, so she planned to offer 
her an elaborate evening meal. At six o’clock, 
Ruby arrived at Anna’s room with Jacques 
Fondue, her mother’s French CHE F. A long 
line of Waiters followed him, pushing 
carts carrying ў tve-tlar dishes. 

Everyone is in a good mood after a good. 
meal, Ruby thought. 

Anna Winmouse did look PEL¡SHTEP 
asanarray of cheddar fondue, Stilton soufflé, 
and Parmesan crisps was placed in FRONT 
of her. *It all smells so marvemouse, Ruby!" 
Anna sighed and clasped her paws together. 

Ruby's plan didn't go quite as well as 
she'd hoped, though. Anna Winmouse spent 
the whole meal talking to the chef. Ruby 
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EAT as ир! 


couldn't get one sqeak in: 

Ruby was furious as she slunk out of 
the room after dessert, her tail between 
her legs. “Cheese and crackers!” she 
hissed. “I still haven’t even shown her my 
ІН оја [Lale Іа!” 

faut Ruby wasnt ready to give up 
yet... : 








AmBUSH! 





Over the next few days, the Thea Sisters 
stayed busy with newspaper duties. After 
a week of hard work, they finally stopped 
by Anna Winmouse's room to take a break 
and say hello. 

“We thought you might like to see the 
observatory,” Violet said. “We can 
take а SGENIG walk through the woods. 
You can see the entire island from up there!” 

“That Sounds great!” Anna replied, 
turning her computer off and grabbing a 
STRAW НАТ *I could use a break to 
stretch my tail!” 

Ruby was lurking near Anna Winmouse's 
room when the THEA S18 TER.S made their 
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AMBUSH! % 
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suggestion. When the group headed out, 
Ruby ran to call the Ruby Crew. The Thea 
Sisters’ outing had given her an idea! 

The walk to the observatory was 
a little long, but the ocean views were 
SPECTACULAR. The group paused at 
every scenic overlook to take it all in. 

“That ocean! Not to be cheesy, but it 
makes me feel so alive!” Anna exclaimed. 

When Anna and the Thea Sisters finally 
reached the top of FALCoN'S PEFR, the 
sun had begun to set. 

“There's the observatory!” Pamela called, 
pointing to the DOMME up above. 

They hadn’t reached the entrance yet when 
a series of bright lights exploded around 
them. 





AMBUSH! ai 
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Three reporters had jumped out from 
the surrounding bushes and were taking 
photographs! They blinded the Thea 
sisters and Anna Winmouse with all their 
Fleshleulles. 

A barrage of questions followed. 

“Why are you hiding out at Mouseford 
Academy?" 

"Is it true you're quitting Cosmouse?" 

Anna Winmouse was speechless. 

Suddenly, а саг 2224732 up the path 
and skidded to a stop. The passenger door 
opened wide. IT WAS RUBY! 

“Get in — quick!” Ruby urged Anna. 

Eager to escape, Anna leaped in, and the 
car TOOK 9 F down the winding road. The 
reporters piled into their pink car and took 
off after them. 
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SURPRISE PARTY 


In a moment, the Thea Sisters were all 
alone. 

“Holey cheese!” Pamela exclaimed, rubbing 
her eyes. “Those Fleshleulles hurt my 
eyes!" 

"How did they know that we would be 
here?" Colette wondered. 

Paulina shook her head, confused. “1 
don't know." 

“This might SOUND CRAZY, but one 
of those reporters sounded really familiar to 
me," Violet said. 

Violet had a pretty good HUNCH ... 

After finding out about the Thea Sisters' 
planned observatory trip, Ruby had 
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immediately gathered the Ruby Crew. 
She had them disguise themselves аз 
reporters and wait for Anna outside the 
observatory. That way, Ruby could 
arrive just in the VICK OF TIME to save 
the day! 

In Ruby’s car, Anna Winmouse started to 
worry about the Thea Sisters. “We have to 
go back for them!” she insisted. 

“They’re fine,” Ruby assured her. “There’s 
no need to get your tail in a twist.” She 


sped toward the beach and stopped the car 
in front of a large, atulish boat: Rebecca 
Flashyfurs YACHT. 








“Let's hide on board my тот» yacht!” 
Ruby called, Climbing out of the car. “It’s 
okay. She's а BIG FAN of yours!” Ruby 
said when Anna Winmouse hesitated. 

The quiet, darkened yacht seemed safe 
enough, so Anna followed Ruby out of 
the car. But as soon as Anna set a paw on 
board, all the lights came on, and a round 
of applause erupted. 


P CLAP P сз АР 
CL AP але АР CLAP 


“Welcome to my yacht!” Rebecca Flashyfur 








called, sweeping over іп a shimmer ing 
gown. “You're the big cheese this 
evening at my exclusive Flashyfur party!” 
Anna Winmouse was very embarrassed 
by all the fuss. She thanked Ruby's mother 
for her hospitality but asked Ruby to drive 
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SURPRISE === 


her back to the ACADEMY. 
“Pm not feeling well,” she said 
apologetically. 


Ruby was FURIOUS! How rude! she 
thought on the way back to school. I talked 
my mom into throwing that parby just 
for her! 
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A FLASHYFUR NEVER 
GIVES ОР! 


The next morning, Anna Winmouse met up 
with the THEA STSTERS in the academy 
library. 
“Why don’t we try taking а relaxing trip 
again?” she asked them. “What 
do you say about а day at оё? 
Seashell Beach, 
mouselets?” 
unfortunately 


for them, Ruby was 


is the дау! 


once again listening to 
their PLANS for the 
day. 

Ruby crouched behind 
a nearby BOOKSHELF and 
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A FLASHYFUR NEVER Q GIVES UP! 


smiled. Today was the day she was finally 
going to get an interview out of Anna 


Winmouse! Я FLASHYFUR NEVER 


GIVES UP! she thought. 
"You'll either talk to me," Ruby whispered, 
“or face a crowd of crazy reporters!” 
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ESCAPE on THE 
HIGH SEAS 


That afternoon at Seashell Beach, clouds 
moved quickly across the sky, and the 
waves crashed onto the sand. Nicky watched 
them with concern. 
“Dont go out too 
far!” she called to the 
swimmers. “I think a 
storm misht be coming!” 





Most rodents stayed 
out of the rough water, though, preferring 
to read or play games on the sand. 

Anna Winmouse was enjoying the ©6691 
breeze from under an umbrella. Her peace 
and quiet didn’t last long, though. She sat 
up suddenly when she heard loud voices. 
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ESCAPE on THE 908, Lich SEAS 


"a 
«eet gut “ ARE You SURE?- 
“IT'S ANNA WINMOUSEI" ” 


“SHE WON'T GET AWAY THIS TIME! 


Anna Winmouse turned to see at least a 
dozen reporters charging at her! 

“How did they find us?” Colette YELLED, 
running to help Anna. 

“Someone must have 









called them!” Pam 
replied. “We have 
to get Anna out of 
here. Pll get the 
JEEP" 





ESCAPE on THE 908, ich SEAS 


“Ms. Winmouse!” she heard someone yell. 
“This way!” 

Pam turned around and saw Ruby and 
a muscular rodent invite Аппа to get on a 
pedalboat. 

“Not you again!" Anna cried. But going 
with Ruby seemed to be the best option, so 
she JUMPED on board. 


“Trust me," Ruby reassured her. “With 
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ESCAPE on THE 8908, ich SEAS 





Barry Burrata at the pedals, 
they’ll never catch us!” Ruby tapped Barry’s 


shoulder, and he started pedaling furiously. 

Back onshore, the Thea Sisters quickly 
devised a plan to keep the reporters from 
spotting Anna on the boat. 

Paulina grabbed the editors iconic 
STRAW HET from whereshe'd dropped 
it in the sand and climbed into Pam's jeep. 

Colette pointed at her, shouting, “There 


is Anna Winmouse — she’s £257 2325985 


The reporters immediately took off after 
Pam and Paulina as fast as their paws could 
take them. 

In no time at all, the pedalboat carrying 
Anna Winmouse was far out to sea. Nicky 
tried to signal to Ruby and Anna to turn 
back, but they couldn't see her. Nicky blew 
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her lifeguarding whistle and waved at 
the pedalboat. 

“Where are they going? The un d €rteU is 
strong today — and they're not wearing life 
vests!” Nicky frowned. BLACK CLOUDS 
had started to gather overhead. A STORM 
was brewing. 
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ROUGH WATERS 


The waves started to 055 the pedalboat 

back and forth. Even though Barry was 

pedaling with all his might, the boat wasn't 

getting anywhere. 

“Faster, you massive mozzarella!” 

Ruby shouted. Suddenly, a LOUD 
NOISE startled them. 


CRACK! 


The boat’s RUDDER 


had broken — now there 





was no way to steer! 
“What are we going to 
do?” Ruby cried. “The 
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ROUGH ка WATERS 














waves are going to make 
Swiss cheese out of us!” 
For the first time 
since they’d set out, 
she looked worried. 
“Let's not panic!” 
Anna Winmouse said, 
clutching the side of 
the boat for support. 


“Let's put on LIFE 
VESTS: they should 


be around here somewhere.” 

Barry opened the compartment | | 
that held the vests, but just then / | / А 
а gigantic WAVE crashed right / 19’ _ 


on top of them. T 
қа а f 
онан Ж 


ROUGH kd WATERS 


When the pedalboat recovered, they could 
see the life jackets floating among the waves, 
UNREACHABLE. 

Barry looked scared. “I can’t swim!” he 
sobbed. 

Lucky for them, Nicky was on her way! 
She had Colette call the COAST GUARD, 
while she and Professor Sparkle pushed a 
lifeboat into the water. 


| 
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ROUGH ка WATERS 


Nicky and Professor Sparkle paddled 
fiercely through the rough sea. They cut 
through the waves like a warm cheese knife 
slicing through Gouda. "We'll help stabilize 
their boat and make sure it doesn’t capsize 
before the coast guard arrives,” Nicky 
explained as they got close to Anna and the 
others. 

EASIER SAID THAN DONE! 

The waves tossed the pedalboat up and 
down, but Nicky was finally able to tie a 
rope on to its railing. Hooked together, the 
boats were less likely to tip over. 
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A SNEAKY ewtren 


In the meantime, the reporters onshore 
had realized their mistake and returned to 
Seashell Beach. They watched the arrival of 
the coast guard boat intensely. Photographs 
of Cosmouse's editor in chief being 


RESCUED from a boat accident would 


be front-page news all over the world. When 





the coast guard boat landed, all the cameras 
went off at the same time. 


\ LICK! 
"ск p а” 


The first rodent down the steps of the 
COAST GUARD boat was Ruby, soggier 
than a slice of provolone left out in the rain. 


106 


A SNEAKY „де; SWITCH 


Barry followed after her, happy to be on dry 
land. Everyone waited eagerly to see Anna 
Winmouse — but out came Nicky instead! 

“Where is Anna?” wondered one of the 
reporters. 

Ruby and Barry just shrugged, The 
disappointed reporters began to pack up all 
their cameras and head back to the parking 
lot. 

The Thea Sisters rushed up 
to Nicky, who had a small 
Smile on her face. She 
looked like a mouselet who 
had scored the LAST 
piece of cheese! She 


ex" 







gathered her friends 
closely around her. 
"Anna is waiting for us 
in a nearby cove," she 
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whispered. “Professor Sparkle took her in 
the lifeguard boat so the reporters 
wouldn't see her.” 

“Sneaky!” Pam said. 

The THEA S18 TER.S changed out of their 
wet clothes and then piled into Pam's jeep to 
go meet Anna Winmouse at the cove. They 
found Anna standing under the shade of a 
pavilion. 

surrounded by her new friends, the 
Thea Sisters, Anna Winmouse made a big 
announcement. “І have decided I will grant 
an EXCLUSIVE interview to one newspaper 
so that EVERYONE will stop harassing me.” 

“But how will you choose which one?” 
Nicky asked. 

“Easy-cheesy! І want to be in the academy 
newspaper, of course!” Anna Winmouse 


cried. “It will make your SUMMER 185506 
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A ЗПЕАКУ — Sw?TCH 


sell like cheese puffs!” 

But Anna Winmouse wasn’t finished. 
“І would also love to do a story on you 
mouselets in COSMOUSE!” 

The Thea Sisters gasped, delighted. 
They all hugged Anna in thanks. 

“My trip to Whale Island really has been 
inspirational,” Anna said. “And no one 
has inspired me more than the Thea 
Sisters!” 
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A FASHIONABLE MYSTERY 


Anna Winmouse, the fabumouse editor-in-chief of — 
magazine. ig renting Cheddarton House. 2 — 
overlooks Whale Islands Seashell Beach. She's trying to ; | 
away from the media for a while. but it hasn't been -— : 
the Thea Sisters help Anna Winmouse keep her visi 
Whale Island a secret? 
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